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1.  Quick Pilot Reference 

Key information for pilots. Full procedures and supporting detail are set out in the sections below. 

QUICK PILOT REFERENCE  —  KITTYHAWK AERODROME EGKF   

ICAO Designator EGKF 

Location Ripe, East Sussex BN8 6BB   ·   50°52′09.23″N  000°07′00.49″E 

Elevation 20 ft AMSL 

Airspace Class G  ·  No ATZ  ·  TMA base 5,500 ft AMSL  ·  UK SERA applies 

Radio Callsign KITTYHAWK RADIO (KITTYHAWK TRAFFIC when unattended) 

Frequency 118.265 MHz   —   DOC approx. 10 NM / 3,000 ft 

PPR Mandatory for all visiting aircraft  ·  https://kittyhawk.uk/ppr 

Preferred Join Downwind join at 800 ft AMSL  ·  Standard overhead join actively 
discouraged 

Circuit Height — Fixed Wing 800 ft AMSL 

Circuit Height — Rotary Wing 500 ft AMSL 

Circuit Directions RWY 16L/R: RH  ·  RWY 34L/R: LH  ·  RWY 10: RH  ·  RWY 28: LH 

Main Runway RWY 16L/34R  ·  830 × 16 m (2,723 ft)  ·  Grass 

Key Hazards — Runways 
16L/R & 34L/R 

⚠  HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on base / final for 16L/R and climb-out / 
crosswind on 34L/R 

Key Hazards — Runway 
10/28 

⚠  HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on base / final for 28 and climb-out / 
crosswind on 10 
⚠  Wind 220°-270° = turbulence on short final 

Nearby Traffic Darp Farm Helipad 0.75 nm SSE  ·  Deanland 1.5 nm NE  ·  Ringmer 
(East Sussex Gliding Club) 2.5 nm N  ·  Paragliding sites 2.5 nm S–SW 

Live Weather https://kittyhawk.uk/weather (unofficial) 

Operating Hours Sunrise to Sunset  ·  Aerodrome status: https://kittyhawk.uk/status 
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2.  Overview 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome is located 6.5 nm (12 km) directly north of the Seaford VOR-DME (SFD: 117.00 MHz), 
situated on the Laughton Levels of East Sussex near Lewes and close to the South Downs National Park, 
with high ground to the S and SW. 

The Aerodrome provides six grassed runways across three runway pairs, serving fixed wing, rotary wing, 
private and general aviation. All taxiways are grass, with a small concrete apron in front of the hangar. 

ICAO Location Indicator: EGKF  ·  Pilots should ensure navigation databases are current (AIRAC 10/25 — 
ICAO DOC7910). Currently missing from Garmin avionics (as of 25 June 2026). 

3.  Aerodrome Reference Point (ARP) 

 

Datum WGS-84 

DMS Compact 505209.23N  0000700.49E 

DMS 50°52′09.23″N  000°07′00.49″E 

Decimal Degrees 50.869231°N  0.116803°E 

Note The ARP is a reference location and does not represent a physical 
marking. 

 

4.  Aerodrome Status 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome is an unlicensed aerodrome and does not hold a CAA aerodrome licence under the 
Air Navigation Order (CAP 393). Pilots operate at their own discretion and responsibility in accordance with 
applicable regulations. 

5.  Local Airspace 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome does not have an Aerodrome Traffic Zone (ATZ). 

The Aerodrome sits in Class G airspace below the TMA base at 5,500 ft AMSL. UK Standardised European 
Rules of the Air (UK SERA) apply throughout. 

Aircraft transiting the vicinity should maintain a minimum safe altitude of 1,800 ft AGL.* 

* Nearest high ground: Mount Caburn ~480 ft AMSL  ·  Bo Peep ~640 ft AMSL  ·  Firle Beacon ~710 ft AMSL 

  



  Kittyhawk Aerodrome EGKF Airfield Information & Flight Procedures 

KHA-PUB-001   /  v1.02  /  June 2026 Page 4 

6.  Air Ground Communication Service (AGCS) 

Callsign: KITTYHAWK RADIO   ·   Frequency: 118.265 MHz   ·   DOC: approx. 10 NM / 3,000 ft 

The AGCS is regulated by OFCOM and the CAA. It is not an Air Traffic Control Service. The AGCS provides 
airfield information, local weather observations (unofficial) and safety advisories only. The AGCS is not 
guaranteed during published operating hours. 

When the radio is unattended, make blind calls using KITTYHAWK TRAFFIC when entering and departing 
the circuit, and when reporting all circuit legs. KITTYHAWK TRAFFIC is the baseline expectation; 
KITTYHAWK RADIO is the enhanced service available when an operator is present. 

 

7.  Prior Permission Required (PPR) 

PPR is mandatory for all visiting aircraft. PPR is required to brief pilot procedures, circuit pattern and 
advanced pilot awareness, and to collect applicable fees. On submission of the online form, automatic 
approval is granted subject to runway status and prevailing weather. 

Auto-PPR: https://kittyhawk.uk/ppr 

8.  Runways (unlicensed) 

Runway lengths are unofficial measurements. 
 

Designation Dimensions Length Surface 

Runway 16L/34R 830 × 16 m 2,723 ft Grass 

Runway 16R/34L 538 × 16 m 1,765 ft Grass 

Runway 10/28 500 × 15 m 1,640 ft Grass 
 

9.  Taxiways 

 

Designation Dimensions Surface Notes 

Taxiway A 100 × 25 m Grass Apron to Runway 16L/34R 
and Runway 16R/34L 

Taxiway B 100 × 25 m Grass Apron to Runway 10/28 

Taxiways C–F – Grass Marked during events only 

Taxiway G 105 × 6 m All-weather (grass 
reinforcement grid) Link taxiway 
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10.  Windsock & Weather 

The windsock is located at the intersection of Runway 16L/34R and Runway 10/28 on a 30 ft mast with a 10 
ft fluorescent orange windsleeve. The aerodrome weather station and sonic anemometer are co-located. 

Live weather information (unofficial): kittyhawk.uk/weather 

11.  Circuit Procedures 

 

Runway Direction Height Notes 

Runway 16L/R Right Hand 
(RH) 800 ft AMSL Downwind join preferred. 

⚠ HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on base / final. 

Runway 34L/R Left Hand (LH) 800 ft AMSL 
Downwind join preferred. 
⚠ HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on climb-out / 
crosswind. 

Runway 10 Right Hand 
(RH) 800 ft AMSL 

Downwind join preferred. 
No circuit practice. 
⚠ HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on climb-out / 
crosswind. 
⚠ Wind 110°–150° = turbulence on climb-out. 

Runway 28 Left Hand (LH) 800 ft AMSL 

Downwind join preferred. 
No circuit practice. 
⚠ Wind 220°–270° = turbulence on short final 
– if in doubt, go-around. 
⚠ HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on base / final. 

Runway 16L/34R 
(FATO) — 500 ft AMSL 

⚠ 16L: HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on base / 
final. 
⚠ 34R: HV power lines ~100 ft AGL on climb-
out / crosswind. 
Rotary wing FATO: mid-section of Runway 
16L/34R. Join: downwind or straight-in from  
N, S or W only. 

 

11.1  Fixed Wing — Joining  
Downwind join at 800 ft AMSL is the preferred join. Standard overhead joins are actively discouraged due 
to the dead side being in very close proximity to Deanland Airfield. 

11.2  Rotary Wing — Joining 

Downwind join, or straight-in from the north, south or west only, for Runway 16L/34R at 500 ft AMSL — 
except for flight safety, emergency or operational requirement. 

Final Approach and Take-Off Area (FATO): mid-section of Runway 16L/34R. 
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12.  Noise Abatement 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome operates within a community of rural residents. Pilots are asked to be considerate 
and to avoid overflying population centres where it is safe to do so. 

The following areas should be avoided except where required for flight safety, emergency or operational 
reasons: 

• North – Laughton village 

• East – Ripe and Chalvington villages 

• South West – Firle village 

• West – Glynde village and Glyndebourne Opera House 

Runway 10 departures: when safe, expedite a right turn after a stabilised climb to avoid overflight of local 
population clusters. 

No circuit practice on Runway 10/28. 

 

13.  Local Aerial Activity 

The area surrounding Kittyhawk Aerodrome has a high level of aerial activity. A thorough lookout is essential 
at all times. 

 

Activity / Site Direction Distance Notes 

Occasional HV power 
line inspections NW-N-NE 0.25 nm Inspection helicopter directly overhead power 

lines travelling WNW–ESE 

Darp Farm Helipad SSE 0.75 nm Private helipad. Lies within the Runway 10/28 
circuit pattern. 

Deanland Airfield NE 1.5 nm 
Fixed wing and rotary wing traffic. Overhead 
join dead side in close proximity to Kittyhawk 
circuit — downwind join strongly preferred. 

Ringmer (East Sussex 
Gliding Club)  N 2.5 nm 

Winch launches to 2,572 ft AGL. Aero-tow 
2,000–3,000 ft AGL. Glider soaring to TMA 
base, weather permitting. 

Bo Peep — paragliding S 2.5 nm SFC–Cloud base (thermals permitting; cloud 
base may reach TMA base). 

Mount Caburn — 
paragliding SW 2.5 nm SFC–Cloud base (thermals permitting; cloud 

base may reach TMA base). 

Firle Beacon — 
paragliding S 2.7 nm SFC–Cloud base (thermals permitting; cloud 

base may reach TMA base). 
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14.  Operational Environment 

Operations at Kittyhawk Aerodrome may present technical and operational challenges due to grass 
runways and taxiways, local obstacles, complex circuit considerations, and high levels of nearby aerial 
activity. 

Appropriate aircraft performance, pilot experience and proficiency are essential. Pilots are responsible for 
ensuring their aircraft is suitable for grass-strip operations and that they are personally current and 
competent for the conditions. 

Pilots wishing to enhance their grass-strip operating skills, or seeking a familiarisation flight before their first 
visit, may contact Kittyhawk Flight Academy (https://kittyhawk.academy) regarding check-out and 
familiarisation flights. 

Kittyhawk Flight Academy is an independent organisation and is not owned or operated by Kittyhawk 
Aerodrome. 

15.  Operational Threats & Considerations 

15.1  High Voltage Power Lines — Runway 16L/R and Runway 28 

⚠  CAUTION — High Voltage Power Lines — Runway 16L/R base / final & Runway 28 base / final 

High voltage power lines (approximately 100 ft AGL) lie beneath the base leg and final approach tracks for 
Runway 16L/R and Runway 28. 

The power lines must also be considered on the reciprocal runway climb-out / crosswind legs. 

The power lines do not have high visibility marker balls. 

Where safe to do so, pilots may consider a curved base-to-final approach to maintain visual separation, 
keeping the power lines in sight. Otherwise, fly a standard stabilised approach in accordance with the 
published circuit diagram. 

Pilot judgement should consider aircraft type, experience, proficiency and prevailing wind conditions. If in 
doubt, fly the standard approach. 

 
15.2  Structures Within Runway Clear Area — Runway 10/28 and Runway 16R/34L 

⚠  CAUTION — Solar Farm Adjacent North of Runway 10/28 

The boundary fence of Laughton Levels Solar Farm lies approximately 8m north of and parallel to the edge 
of Runway 10/28, and east of and parallel to the first 180m of Runway 16L. 

A stable structure partly encroaches within the 30m clear zone south of the runway centreline, 
approximately at the mid-point of the runway. 

A phone line with telegraph poles lies converges 20m to the south of Runway 28 Threshold. 

Large tree approximately 8m east of the edge of Runway 16L/34R adjacent to Taxiway A. 
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15.3  Turbulence — Runway 28 Short Final 

⚠  CAUTION — Wind Shear / Rotor — Runway 28 short final in south-westerly conditions 

Turbulence may be encountered on short final for Runway 28 in south-westerly wind conditions, due to 
turbulence generated by nearby trees and buildings which may produce rotor over the threshold. Pilots 
should consider aircraft performance, crosswind limitations and personal proficiency. Runway 16L/34R 
provides a longer, wider and more forgiving alternative where conditions require. 

 

15.4  Movement Areas — Surface Conditions 

⚠  CAUTION — Uneven Surface — Taxiways and Parking Areas 

Grass taxiways, parking and fuelling areas may be uneven or undulating. Taxi at low speed and exercise 
caution. Surface waterlogging may occur following prolonged rainfall, particularly at the start and end of 
the flying season (typically March to October). Runway condition is advised via the AGCS or can be checked 
at https://kittyhawk.uk/status before departure. 

 

16.  Flight Operations 

16.1  Flight Training 

All instructional flights — including, but not limited to, circuit practice, touch-and-goes and Practice Forced 
Landings (PFLs) within the aerodrome overhead — require prior permission from the Aerodrome Manager. 

 

16.2  Aerobatic Activity 

UK Standardised European Rules of the Air (UK SERA) permit aerobatic flight at unlicensed aerodromes, 
subject to applicable legal, safety and altitude requirements. 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome exercises operational control, where within its remit, over activities associated with 
flights operating to or from the Aerodrome. Accordingly, aerobatic activity within the aerodrome overhead 
is restricted to: 

• Approved event days. 

• Display Authorisation (DA) assessments conducted by CAA-authorised Display Authorisation 
Examiners (DAE). 

• Limited associated practice, subject to prior permission from the Aerodrome Manager. 

Failure to comply (including aerobatic practice over local villages) may result in suspension or permanent 
withdrawal of a pilot's operating privileges at the Aerodrome. 
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17.  International Flights 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome holds a Certificate of Agreement (CoA) with UK Border Force / National Frontier 
Approvals Unit, permitting international operations. 

Flights may operate to and from the Channel Islands, Isle of Man, Northern Ireland and the European Union, 
subject to compliance with all applicable legislation and notification requirements. 

17.1  General Aviation Report (GAR) 

A General Aviation Report (GAR) must be submitted via the sGAR system for all international flights. A copy 
of any GAR filed for flights to or from Kittyhawk Aerodrome (ICAO: EGKF) must be submitted to 
ops@kittyhawk.uk prior to departure or arrival. 

Pilots remain personally responsible for compliance with all applicable legislation, including the General 
Aviation (Flight Information, Persons on Board and Civil Penalties) Regulations 2024. 

As a designated frontier aerodrome, Kittyhawk Aerodrome maintains a close working relationship with UK 
Border Force. The site is monitored by CCTV. Suspicious or unlawful activity will be reported. Failure to 
comply with GAR requirements may result in suspension or permanent withdrawal of operating privileges 
for the pilot and aircraft operator. 

 

18.  Community Engagement 

Kittyhawk Aerodrome is an active and long-established part of the local rural community. We recognise 
that aviation activity has an impact on those who live and work nearby, and we are committed to being a 
considerate neighbour. 

We welcome dialogue with local residents and community groups. Concerns regarding aerodrome 
operations may be directed to the Aerodrome Manager at ops@kittyhawk.uk. 

19.  First Visit Guidance 

Pilots visiting Kittyhawk Aerodrome for the first time are encouraged to take the following steps before 
flight: 

(a) Study the Circuit Pattern Plate and Advanced Pilot Awareness Plate carefully before departure, 
available at https://kittyhawk.uk/circuit. 

(b) Complete the Auto-PPR form at https://kittyhawk.uk/ppr — auto-approval is granted subject to 
runway status and conditions. 

(c) Review Section 15 of this document, particularly the high voltage power lines on approach to 
Runway 16L and Runway 28. 

(d) Consider whether a check-out flight with an instructor familiar with the aerodrome, especially if 
you are unfamiliar with grass-strip operations. 

(e) Monitor 118.265 MHz (KITTYHAWK RADIO / KITTYHAWK TRAFFIC) from 10 nm out and announce 
your intentions. 
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Abbreviations 

 

Abbreviation Meaning 

AGCS Air Ground Communication Service 

AGL Above Ground Level 

AMSL Above Mean Sea Level 

ANO Air Navigation Order 

ARP Aerodrome Reference Point 

ATZ Aerodrome Traffic Zone 

CAP Civil Aviation Publication 

CoA Certificate of Agreement (Border Force) 

DA Display Authorisation 

DAE Display Authorisation Examiner 

DTO Declared Training Organisation 

EGKF ICAO Location Indicator — Kittyhawk Aerodrome 

FATO Final Approach and Take-Off Area 

GAR General Aviation Report 

HV High Voltage 

ICAO International Civil Aviation Organisation 

NOTAM Notice to Airmen 

PPR Prior Permission Required 

RWY Runway 

SERA Standardised European Rules of the Air 

SFD Seaford VOR-DME (117.00 MHz) 

TMA Terminal Manoeuvring Area 

TWY Taxiway 

UK SERA UK Standardised European Rules of the Air 

VFR Visual Flight Rules 
 

Oliver Tseliki 
 
 
 
 
 
Managing Director  ·  Aerodrome Manager 
Kittyhawk Aerodrome Operations Limited 
ops@kittyhawk.uk  ·  25 June 2026 


